
 

  Grade Level: 1st Grade  
Subject: Music 
Unit Name:  Beginning 1st Grade Music Skills (ongoing) 
Pacing: 9 weeks (1st Quarter) 
 

Power (Priority) Standards: 
 

MU: Cr1A.1a  - With limited guidance, explore 
and experience music concepts (such as beat 
and melodic contour). 
 
MU: Re8A.1a - With limited guidance, 
demonstrate and identify expressive qualities 
(such as dynamics and tempo) that reflect 
creators’/ performers’ expressive intent. 

 

 

Learning Targets: 
 

• I can move and play instruments on the 
steady beat. 

• I can sing high and low pitches. 

• I can move to show the shape of the 
melody. 

• I can sing & play instruments with loud 
and soft dynamics.  

• I can sing and move to show long and 
short rhythm. 

• I can clap rhythms using iconic notation 
(pictures not music notes). 

 

Supporting Standards: 
 
MU: Pr4B.1a - With limited guidance, demonstrate 
knowledge of music concepts (such as beat and 
melodic contour) in music from a variety of cultures 
selected for performance. 
 
MU: Pr4C.1a - Demonstrate and describe music’s 
expressive qualities (such as dynamics & tempo). 
 
MU: Re7B.1a - With limited guidance, demonstrate 
and identify how specific music concepts (such as 
beat or pitch) are used in various styles of music for 
a purpose. 

 

Big Ideas: 
 

The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings 
that influence musicians’ work emerge from a 
variety of sources. 
 
Through their use of elements and structures 
of music, creators and performers provide 
clues to their expressive intent. 

 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
How do musicians generate creative ideas? 
 
How do we discern the musical creators’ and 
performers’ expressive intent? 

 

Vocabulary: 
 

Steady beat 
Melody 
Upward  
Downward 
Dynamics 
Piano  
Forte 
Rhythm  
Long 
Short 
 
 

 



 

 

 

  

Grade Level: 1st Grade  
Subject: Music 
Unit Name:  Intermediate 1st Grade Music Skills (ongoing) 
Pacing: 9 weeks (2nd Quarter) 
 

Power (Priority) Standards: 
 

MU: Cr1A.1a - With limited guidance, 
explore and experience music concepts 
(such as beat and melodic contour). 
 
MU: Pr4B.1b  - When analyzing selected 
music, read and perform rhythmic 
patterns using iconic or standard 
notation. 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can perform songs with a variety of tone 
colors (whisper, talk, sing, speak). 

• I can identify songs with major/minor 
(light/dark) tonalities. 

• I can move to show the form (same/different) 
of a piece of music. 

• I can sing with high and low pitches. 

• I can move to show the shape of the melody. 

• I can identify parts of a song that are the 
same and that are different. 

• I can understand and practice the school-
wide audience expectations (when attending 
a music program or assembly). 

• I can move, clap and play instruments with 
iconic and standard notation. 

• I can sing songs and participate in activities 
that are related to the October-December 
holidays. 

Supporting Standards: 
 
MU: Cr1A.1b - With limited guidance, guidance, 
generate musical ideas in multiple tonalities (such 
as major and minor) and meters (such as duple and 
triple). 
 
MU: Pr4A.1a- With limited guidance, demonstrate 
and discuss personal interest in, knowledge about, 
and purpose of varied musical selections  
 
MU: Re7A.1a - With limited guidance, identify and 
demonstrate how personal interests and 
experiences influence musical selection for specific 
purposes. 
 
MU: Cn11A.1a - Demonstrate understanding of 
relationships between music and the other arts, 
other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life. 
 

 

Big Ideas: 
 
The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that 
influence musicians’ work emerge from a variety of 
sources. 
 
Analyzing creators’ context and how they manipulate 
elements of music provides insight into their intent and 
informs performance. 
 

 

 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
How do musicians generate creative ideas? 
 
How does understanding the structure and context of 
musical works inform performance? 
 

 

 

Vocabulary: 
 

Tone color 
Whisper, talk, sing, shout (voice types) 
Brass instruments (trumpet, French horn, trombone, tuba) 
Same/different 
Melody (high/low) 
Audience 
Rhythm  
‘ta’ (quarter note) 
‘ti-t-‘ (pair of 8th notes) 
Bright/happy or dark/sad 

 

 



Grade Level: 1st Grade  
Subject: Music 
Unit Name:  1st Grade Music Performance 
Pacing 9 weeks (3rd Quarter) 
 

Power (Priority) Standard: 
 

MU: Pr6A.1b 
Perform appropriately for the audience 
and purpose. 
 

 

Learning Targets: 
 

• I can prepare a variety of songs that fit a 
certain theme to perform for an audience. 

• I can display appropriate behavior for 
performing in front of an audience. 

• I can perform for an audience of other 
students, members of the school staff, and 
invited family members and friends. 

• I can give feedback on my performance and 
personal interest for each song. 

Supporting Standards: 
 

MU: Cr3A.1a - With limited guidance, discuss and apply 

personal, peer and teacher feedback to refine personal 

musical ideas 
 

MU: Cr3B.1a - With limited guidance, convey expressive 
intent for a specific purpose by presenting a final 
version of personal musical ideas to peers or informal 
audience. 
 

MU: Pr4A.1a - With limited guidance, demonstrate and 
discuss personal interest in, knowledge about, and 
purpose of varied musical selections. 
 

MU: Pr5A.1a - With limited guidance, apply personal, 
teacher, and peer feedback to refine performances 
 

MU: Pr5A.1b - With limited guidance, use suggested 
strategies in rehearsal to address interpretive 
challenges of music. 
 

MU: Pr6A.1a - With limited guidance, perform music for 
a specific purpose with expression. 

 

Big Ideas: 
 
Musicians judge performance based on 
criteria that vary across time, place, and 
cultures. The context and how a work is 
presented influence the audience response. 

 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
When is a performance judged ready to 
present? How do context and the manner in 
which musical work is presented influence 
audience response? 
 

 

 

Vocabulary: 
Conductor 
Audience 
Form (same/different) 
Verse/refrain 
Interlude 
Tempo 
Tone color 
Choreography 
Rehearsal 
Solo, duet, trio, quartet 
 
 

 



 



 

Grade Level: 1st Grade  
Subject: Music 
Unit Name:   Advanced 1st Grade Music Skills 
Pacing 9 weeks (4th Quarter) 
 

Power (Priority) Standard: 
 

MU: Cr1A.1a - With limited guidance, 
explore and experience music concepts 
(such as beat and melodic contour). 
 
MU: Pr4B.1b  - When analyzing selected 
music, read and perform rhythmic 
patterns using iconic or standard 
notation. 
 

MU: Re8A.1a - With limited guidance, 
demonstrate and identify expressive 
qualities (such as dynamics and tempo) 
that reflect creators’/ performers’ 
expressive intent. 
 

 

Learning Targets: 
 

• I can perform songs with a variety of tone 
colors. 

• I can identify parts of a song that are the 
same and that are different. 

• I can move, clap and play instruments with 
standard notation (using ta, ti-ti and shh for 
quarter note, pair of 8th notes, and quarter 
rest). 

• I can sing a variety of songs and participate 
in activities that are related to the spring 
holidays (St. Patrick’s Day, Easter, Earth 
Day). 

• I can sing and play with different dynamics 
(piano & forte). 

• I can sing and move to show high and low 
pitches. 

• I can sing and read the solfege syllables mi, 
so and la.from the the musical staff. 

Supporting Standards: 
 

MU: Pr4B.1a - With limited guidance, demonstrate 
knowledge of music concepts (such as beat and melodic 
contour) in music from a variety of cultures selected for 
performance. 
 

MU: Pr4C.1a - Demonstrate and describe music’s 
expressive qualities (such as dynamics & tempo). 
MU: Re7B.1a - With limited guidance, demonstrate and 
identify how specific music concepts (such as beat or 
pitch) are used in various styles of music for a purpose. 
MU: Cr 2A.1a - With limited guidance, demonstrate and 
discuss personal reasons for selecting musical ideas that 
represent expressive intent. 
MU: Cr2A.1b - With limited guidance, use iconic or 
standard notation and/or recording technology to 
document and organize personal musical ideas 
MU: Re7A.1a - With limited guidance, identify and 
demonstrate how personal interests and experiences 
influence musical selection for specific purposes. 
MU: Cn10A.1a - Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, 
and skills relate to personal choices and intent when 
creating, performing, and responding to music. 

Big Ideas: 
The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that 
influence musicians’ work emerge from a variety of 
sources. 
 
Analyzing creators’ context and how they manipulate 
elements of music provides insight into their intent and 
informs performance. 
 
Through their use of elements and structures of 
music, creators and performers provide clues to their 
expressive intent. 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
How do musicians generate creative ideas? 
 
How does understanding the structure and context of 
musical works inform performance? 
 
How do we discern the musical creators’ and 
performers’ expressive intent? 
 

 

Vocabulary: 
Tone color 
Same/different 
rhythm 
‘ta’ (quarter note) 
‘ti-ti’ (pair of 8th notes) 
‘shh’ (quarter rest) 
Ireland 
Reduce-reuse-recycle 
Dynamics (piano/forte) 
Pitch syllables – mi, so, la 
Music staff 


